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UM PRESENTS ANNUAL SPRING DANCE CONCERT 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana Department of Drama/Dance will showcase 10 
pieces of choreography by students, faculty and guest artists at Spring Dance Concert 
performances from Wednesday, April 30, to Saturday, May 3.
Shows begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center’s 
Montana Theatre. Tickets cost $15 for adults, $12 for seniors and students, and $5 for 
children under age 12. They are available from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday at 
the PAR/TV Box Office or by calling 243-4581. The box office also will sell tickets 
beginning one hour before each show.
This year’s Spring Dance Concert offers a delightful and stimulating blend of 
humor, athleticism and beauty. The works represent a wide range of styles within the 
contemporary dance idiom, from acrobatic floor work to pedestrian gesture to ballet.
Highlights include:
April 28, 2008
■ An autobiographical solo, “50,” choreographed and performed by
retiring faculty member Amy Ragsdale. This poignant, often funny solo
uses text and movement to take the audience on a compelling journey
through a woman’s life.
■ An original piece choreographed by guest artist Sarah Gamblin, former 
principal dancer with New York City’s Bebe Miller Company and 
current professor with the Texas Women’s University Dance 
Department. Gamblin collaborated with nine dancers to design a 
contemporary piece that speaks to the importance of active citizenship.
■ A new ballet choreographed by UM ’s Michele Antonioli, assistant 
professor of dance. Featuring 12 dancers, the work is inspired by 
Antonioli’s time spent in Canada learning the Cecchetti ballet syllabus.
■ A solo choreographed and performed by seasoned dance major Michael 
Becker. Drawing from the fear of dying alone, this work uses slow 
motion and vivid imagery to maximize dramatic tension.
■ A septet choreographed by dance major and local Headwaters Dance 
Company member Ashley Griffith. Melancholy yet graceful, this highly 
gestural dance set to music by Trio Mediaeval can be described as “like 
coming home.”
■ Senior Charissa Oman collaborates with dance minor Jennifer Stearns in 
their humor-filled “whodunit?’’-inspired group piece.
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